
If your business is located in an area vulnerable to wildfire, you can help protect your 
property from falling victim to a devastating blaze by creating a wildfire safety zone or 
“defensible space” around your buildings. A wildfire safety zone is constructed through the 
thoughtful design and maintenance of vegetation and materials surrounding a structure. It 
can help defend against actual flames and radiant heat, as well as burning embers, which 
can travel long distances, float through windows and other openings, and ignite the materials 
inside. The defensible space around your business can be separated into three zones:

	■ Zone 1: 0-5 feet

	■ Zone 2: 5-30 feet

	■ Zone 3: 30-100 feet

WILDFIRE SAFETY ZONE

R I S K  M A N A G E M E N T

Zone 1: 0-5 feet 
Zone 1 is the area closest to your building. To help halt the advance of wildfire 
flames, surround this area with a hard surface, such as a concrete walkway or 
pavers. Either keep clear of vegetation or feature low-growing plants with high 
moisture content in their leaves. Avoid scrubs, trees, and woody plants — especially 
conifers — in this zone. Lay down a bed of rocks instead of mulch. Avoid tall scrubs 
or trees that flames could use to climb toward the building.

Zone 2: 5-30 feet
The goal of Zone 2 is prevent a wildfire from reaching your building by eliminating 
“fuel ladders” or ways for the flames to advance or spread. In this area, it is best 
to group plants together and then space those groupings several feet apart. Place 
groups of scrubs or low-growing plants at least two feet apart. Place trees at least 
ten feet apart. 

Keep all plants pruned and remove any low-hanging branches from trees. Maintain at least a six foot clearance between the 
ground and tree branches. Paved parking lots, walkways, or streets found in Zone 2 can also reduce the likelihood of flames 
reaching your business. 

Zone 3: 30-100 feet
In Zone 3, your efforts are designed to slow down and reduce energy of the wildfire. 
Continue maintaining ten feet between trees. Place combustible materials and 
flammable liquids stored outside your business at least 50 feet away from the 
building to reduce the likelihood of these items helping flames travel closer to 
your primary structure. Steeper slopes allow fire to move faster and flames to grow 
larger. Businesses located on a steep slope will want to take extra precaution. Keep 
your building 15-30 feet away from the top of the slope. If your building is located  
mid-slope, consider expanding Zone 3 to 150 to 200 feet.
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Wildfire Safety Zones 1-3

This publication is for general information and risk prevention only and should not be considered legal or other expert advice. The recommendations herein may help reduce, but are not 
guaranteed to eliminate any or all risk of loss. The information herein may be subject to and is not a substitute for any applicable laws or regulations. Qualified counsel should be sought 
with questions specific to your circumstances.


